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There must be a market for all the symposia pub- 
lished but, as the majority are permutations of 
papers appearing elsewhere, it is dubious if this is 
a good way to spend limited library budgets. There 
are exceptions like the Cold Spring Harbor Sym- 
posia and we have to ask where these volumes stand 
in relation to them. They represent the proceedings 
of the ICN-UCLA Symposium held at Keystone, 
Colorado, from March 2nd-8th 1980. The main 
theme was cell growth in relation to development; a 
high proportion of the papers deal with haemo- 
poietic or tissue culture systems and the effects 
upon these of hormones and growth factors. Re- 
markably little has yet been learned about the de- 
tailed mechanisms involved in the control of cell 
growth. Some of the problems are discussed in the 
first article, by Robert W. Holley, on Control of 
Animal Cell Proliferation. (By the way, this is listed 
in Contents as the 47th chapter of volume A - but 
more of that later.) This is a salutary summary of 
the unanswered questions. In the absence of a 
sound theoretical framework in such an important 
field the amount of phenomenology has greatly ex- 
panded and a very great deal of information has 
accumulated. Fortunately the quality of experi- 
mentation has also improved greatly and this is 
reflected in these two volumes which provide an 
excellent survey of the field in the middle of 1980. 
Many of the papers have already been published in 
the Journal of Supramolecular Structure and the 
general quality is high. Both editors and authors are 
to be congratulated on this. Many well-known names 
have contributed and there are articles includ- 
ing some excellent reviews from Todaro, Metcalf, 
Goldwasser, Pardee, Fox, Melchers, Bourgeois, 
Puck, Dexter, Sato and Gallo‘and their colleagues, 
among many others. These books provide a gold- 
mine of information about growth factors, their ef- 
fects and possible modes of action. Hence they rep- 
resent one of the better examples of symposium 
volumes and are well worth considering as reference 
texts for laboratories with a special interest in this 
subject. The major criticism relates to the random 
way in which the contributions are arranged for 
they have been printed in the order in which manu- 
scripts were received, a policy difficult to justify. 
To confuse matters a Table of Contents has been 
devised which tries to group the articles into related 
areas without any relationship to the order in which 
they are printed. Confusion is compounded by the 
’ 
fact that each page carries two numbers, one rela- 
ting to the page of the journal in which it appeared 
and the other to the page in each volume. Why on 
earth the articles were not printed in the order pre- 
sented in the Contents I fail to understand. There 
may have been a good reason but I hope that this 
will not be taken as a precedent by other editors. 
J. Paul 
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